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ICONIC WOMEN OF COUNTRY 
Kathy Mattea, Trisha Yearwood, Wynonna Judd and others pay tribute 

to the legends who inspired them. From Dolly to to Patsy to Loretta, this  
is an intimate look at iconic female artists and their timeless music.  

Pictured: Terri Clark, Pam Tillis and Suzy Bogguss.  
Sunday, May 31 at 9pm  Saturday, June 6 at 7pm 

Also airs Tuesday, June 2 at 2:30am

108 Grant Avenue NE 
Bemidji, MN 56601  

Address Service Requested



The Best of Celtic Woman 
Wednesday, June 3 at 8:30pm; Saturday, June 6 at 12:30pm; Sunday, June 7 at 7pm 
        Be transported to Ireland to celebrate magical moments and memories from 15 years 
of making music. Filled with favorite songs from their journey so far, this new special 
showcases Celtic Woman’s angelic voices and instrumental virtuosity. 
        Also airs Thursday, June 4 at 1:30am; Monday, June 8 at 3:30am 
 

Rivers of Life: The Amazon 
Wednesday, June 3 at 7pm; Saturday, June 6 at 11am 
        Marvel at boiling streams, crystal clear lagoons, pink river dolphins and a strange 
new reef, which are just some of the many secret and extreme worlds of the Amazon, the 
greatest river system on Earth.  
        Also airs Thursday, June 4 at 12am 
 

 

Red, White and Rock (My Music) 
Saturday, May 30 at 7pm; Tuesday, June 2 at 7pm 
        Join Frankie Valli, The Righteous Brothers, Connie Francis for a patriotic celebration 
of America and pop oldies music. Featuring artists from the rock, pop and doo-wop days 
of the late 50s and early to mid-60s.  Pictured: Shirelles' singer Shirley Alston Reeves. 
        Also airs Wednesday, June 3 at 12am 
 

Relieving Stress with Yoga with Peggy Cappy 
Monday, June 1 at 9pm; Tuesday, June 9 at 9pm; Saturday, June 13 at 11pm 
        Discover how to relieve stress with yoga and special breathing techniques. Using 
simple strategies that can be added to a daily routine, Peggy shows how to calm the     
nervous system and ease symptoms of anxiety, including tensions, tightness and pain. 
        Also airs Tuesday, June 2 at 4am; Wednesday, June 3 at 2:30am; Saturday, June 6 at 10am 
 

Change Your Brain, Heal Your Mind  
with Daniel Amen, MD 
Saturday, May 30 at 11pm; Thursday, June 4 at 8:30pm; Monday, June 8 at 7pm  
        Dr. Amen teaches viewers 6 practical steps to help them feel happier, sharper and 
more in control of their own destinies. He gives viewers the most important lessons he 
has taught thousands of patients over the last 40 years.  
        Also airs Friday, June 5 at 1:30am; Tuesday, June 9 at 12am; Thursday, June 11 at 3am
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The Nitty Gritty Dirt Band:  
50 Years and Circlin' Back 
Monday, June 8 at 8:30pm; Saturday, June 13 at 9:30pm 
        Celebrate the groundbreaking band's musical milestones and hits along with 
special guests Vince Gill, John Prine, Jackson Browne, Alison Krauss, Rodney Crowell, 
Jerry Jeff Walker, Jimmy Ibbotson, Sam Bush, Jerry Douglas and Byron House.          
Pictured (l-r) Jeff Hanna, Bob Carpenter, and John Prine. Prine, longtime friend and 
collaborator on some of the Circle projects, joins the band for two songs. 
        Also airs Tuesday, June 9 at 1:30am; Friday, June 12 at 1:30am

 

Linda Ronstadt: Live In Hollywood 
Saturday, May 30 at 9:30pm; Thurday, June 4 at 7pm; Saturday, June 13 at 12pm 
        Celebrate the superstar in an electrifying 1980 concert filmed at the height of her         
career. Ronstadt held the audience spellbound with powerful renditions of her biggest 
hits, including "Blue Bayou," "It's So Easy" and You're No Good." 
        Also airs Wednesday, June 3 at 3:30am; Friday, June 5 at 12am 
 

 

Suze Orman’s Ultimate Retirement Guide 
Monday, June 1 at 7pm; Sunday, June 7 at 10pm; Tuesday, June 9 at 7pm 
        Join the acclaimed personal finance expert for essential advice on planning for and 
thriving in retirement. With empathy, straight talk and humor, Suze provides information 
about key steps for anyone trying to achieve their “ultimate retirement.”   
        Also airs Sunday, May 31 at 3am; Tuesday, June 9 at 3am; Sunday, June 14 at 3am 
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General Manager’s Message 
        The past several months, Lakeland PBS has worked very hard to bring you impactful 
coverage of the coronavirus pandemic with important local information to keep you         
informed and help keep you and your family safe. We have been bringing you the         
Governor’s weekday 2:00 pm briefings, as well as providing a great deal of coverage with 
the Newshour, Nova, and Frontline for national information and Lakeland News for the 
local perspective. We’ve done this in a challenging working environment and with       
looming local financial challenges. We’ve invested in technology that allows us to provide 
local coverage remotely so that Lakeland News can continue to gather the local news      
and keep both the public and our reporters, safe. We begin our June pledge drive soon.  
Please consider helping to support the programming that you rely on from Lakeland PBS.  
You can make a contribution online right now at lptv.org.  Please know that your          
membership contributions are by far our most important source of revenue. We are deeply 
grateful for the support of our members because without you, we can’t provide this          
important programming.  
        As I’m writing this, it’s May 18th, and even though Governor Walz lifted the stay-at-
home order for some businesses, here at Lakeland PBS, we are still keeping our office 
closed to the public. We typically get very few visitors, so the impact to our supporters 
and the public is minimal. By limiting exposure to others, we hope to keep both the         
public and our staff healthy so that we can continue to provide you with the important 
programming that you rely on. While some staff are working in the office, many are either 
fully working from home, or only coming in when the job requires it.   
        The coronavirus pandemic has created a very difficult situation for all of us         
and we all will be dealing with this for months. Please know that our staff members          
are working hard to serve you. We are available via phone Monday through Friday         
during business hours at 800-292-0922. You can also email general questions to us at             
viewerservices@lptv.org and we will quickly respond. To contact our Lakeland News staff, 
you can send an email to news@lptv.org or call 877-440-NEWS.  In addition, our web site 
is always a great resource for information including our full program schedule, along with 
a great deal of streaming video content including all of our past news stories and other 
local programming like Common Ground, Backroads, Lakeland Currents, and much 
more. Check it out at lptv.org. 
        In closing, I want to let you know about a very important milestone coming up         
for Lakeland PBS. Back on June 1, 1980, KAWE channel 9 signed on the air for the first 
time, and the very first show we aired was Sesame Street! So much has changed since    
that time. Back in 1980, we broadcast just one channel with no Lakeland News and very 
limited local programming. During the summer, we didn’t even turn the transmitter         
on until noon because school was out, which meant that we didn’t need to broadcast        
instructional television programming that was used by school districts throughout      
northern Minnesota during the school year.  Then in 1988 we constructed and put KAWB 
channel 22 on the air serving central Minnesota. Jumping forward to today, we broadcast 
six channels 24x7 and live stream our local news and will soon be live streaming our entire 
Lakeland Prime main channel. So much has changed, but our focus on serving you has 
remained the same. 
        We had big plans to host a forty-year anniversary gala dinner on June 1 and even 
had arranged for the President of PBS, Paula Kerger, to attend. Due to the coronavirus 
pandemic, like other birthday parties, we can’t invite you to join us right now and our 
gala dinner is postponed indefinitely. Regardless of a big celebration event, we have a 
great deal to be thankful for. Providing a local public television service for forty years in 
a rural region like this has been a challenge. When Paula Kerger joined us here to help us 
celebrate the grand opening for our new building five years ago, during her remarks, she 
called Lakeland PBS “The Bemidji Miracle.” It really is no miracle. Lakeland PBS has been 
made possible by the support of the generous and caring people just like you throughout 
northern and central Minnesota.  
        As always, thank you for your generous support 

 

        Bill Sanford - CEO 
        Lakeland PBS

 

Minnesota Roadside Attractions 
Thursday, June 25 at 7pm; Saturday, June 27 at 9pm; Tuesday, June 30 at 7pm  
        Explore the history and significance of some of the roadside attractions that help     
define the identity of the communities in North Central Minnesota. Visit Big Ole in 
Alexandria, Big Vic in Ranier, Smokey Bear in International Falls, Basshenge in Birchdale, 
and St. Urho in Menahga. 
 

 

American Masters “Mae West: Dirty Blonde” 
Tuesday, June 16 at 7pm 
        Dive into the life and career of groundbreaking writer, performer and subversive star 
Mae West. Over a career spanning eight decades, she broke boundaries and possessed 
creative and economic powers unheard of for a female entertainer in the 1930s. 
 

Frontline “The Virus: What Went Wrong?” 
Tuesday, June 16 at 8:30pm 
        As COVID-19 spread from Asia to the Middle East to Europe, why was the U.S. 
caught so unprepared? Despite repeated warnings of a potent contagion headed our way, 
America’s leaders failed to prepare and protect us. Why and who is accountable? 
 

 

Masterpiece: Grandchester, Season 5 
Sundays, June 14 - July 19 at 8pm 
        It’s 1957, amd Will Davenport has settled into his role as the vicar of Grantchester, 
preaching to a packed church. His best friend, Detective Inspector Geordie Keating, has 
come to accept his wife Cathy’s commitment to her job - just about. Mrs C. happily juggles 
her roles as the vicarage housekeeper and being a well-to-do married woman, and after 
a trip to Marrakech, even Leonard has managed to carve out some happiness with Daniel. 
But Will’s faith will be thoroughly tested as he and Geordie are reminded once more that 
there’s darkness lurking in their little corner of Cambridgeshire.  
 

Masterpiece: Beecham House 
Sundays, June 14 - July 19 at 9pm 
        Set in the 1795, amidst the clashing forces of British and French militaries and the   
decline of the centuries-old Mughal Empire, Beecham House tells the story of enigmatic 
Englishman and former soldier John Beecham (Tom Bateman).
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KAWE-TV Office & Studio 
108 Grant Avenue NE, Bemidji, MN 56601-3620  
Telephone 218-751-3407 or 1-800-292-0922 - Fax: 218-751-3142  
 

KAWB-TV Office & Studio  
422 NW Third Street - Brainerd, MN 56401-2917 
Telephone 218-855-0022 or 1-888-292-0922 - Fax: 218-855-0024 
 

Visit us online at: lptv.org  
 

General Manager: Bill Sanford - 218-333-3015  bsanford@lptv.org    
Program Manager: Jeff Hanks - 218-333-3021  jhanks@lptv.org 
Director of Development: Glenn McLean - 218-333-3016  gmclean@lptv.org 
Design/Promotion Manager: Ron Johnson - 218-333-3024  rjohnson@lptv.org  
Corporate Support:  Dan Hegstad - 218-333-3032  dhegstad@lptv.org  
                                   Laura Rock - 218-333-3019  lrock@lptv.org  

 

Lakeland PBS Board of Trustees 
Ryan Welle - Chair (Bemidji), Joe Breiter -  Vice Chair (Brainerd), Jim Hanko - Treasurer 

(Bemidji), Kim Williams - Secretary (Bemidji), Millie Baird (Cass Lake), Steve  
Berry (Bemidji), Gary Block (Little Falls), Ray Gildow (Staples), Susan Holden      
(Minneapolis), Paul Hunt (Pine River), Laine Larson (Brainerd), Ann Marie Ward 
(Bemidji) and Debra Zipf (Hillman).   
 

KAWE Community Advisory Council 
John Hawthorne (Puposky), Barbara Horn (Bemidji), Tom Lembrick (Bemidji), 
Beverly Lloyd (Walker), David Quam (Bemidji) and Tom Skime (Bemidji) 
 

KAWB Community Advisory Council 
Amy Dinkle-VanValkenburg (Staples), Nan Farrington (Brainerd), Wanda         
Gorgoschlitz (Pine River), Dan Hegstad (Brainerd), Dave Henschke (Brainerd),  
and Sharon Sandberg (Cushing)



Lakeland Public Television moves to their new facility located at 108 Grant Avenue NE in Bemidji - April 2015. 

Celebrating 40 years of 
Quality Television!

North Country Business - 1990 
Director AJ Fossen, Producer Gail Carlson

Volunteers answering phones for 
Auction Nine - 1985  

Host Julie Morse interviews special guest 
Ralph Nadar on Top Priority - 1983

Lakeland News Team - Dennis Weimann, 
Reid Ferrin, Stacy Christenson - 1998

Living Well - 1991 
Maribeth Bathum, Host 

KAWE Dedication - 1981 
Bob Welle, Lowell Vaughn, John Yourd 

Indian Nations - 1983 
Host Joyce Burr 

Satellite dish installed at the southwest 
corner of Bangsberg Hall - 1979

Lakeland Public Television’s first LIVE studio production was (you guessed it) a pledge drive  
that aired November 29 to December 7, 1980. Pictured on the set is Bobbie Kuchta (former Learning 

Services Manager) and Tom Holter (former Programming and Public Relations Director). JUNE 2020 - HIGHLIGHTS  3



A Dream, Persistance and Reality 
        In the late 50’s, educational television in the United States was only a few years old 
but Dr. Harold Fleming, of Bemidji State College, began to study the possibilities of having 
access to educational TV.  By the time Channel 9 became fact and actually went on the air, 
that dream would have caused much anguish, agonizing sleepless nights, and a barrage 
of feverish ramblings. But it was worth it. 
        1966 - Bemidji School Superintendent, Ray Witt, applies for and is awarded a federal 
grant in the amount of $7,419 to do a feasibility study on behalf of area educators. 
        1967  - Dr. John Yourd is appointed college representative to the Educational Research 
and Development Council. He holds that post for 5 or 6 years until Dr. Lowell Vaughn 
becomes Bemidji State’s council member. 
        1968 - Bemidji State College is approached to see if it would be willing to provide 
leadership to establish an educational TV station on the college campus. Dr. Robert Decker, 
president of the college, agrees that such activity falls within the mission of the college. 
        1970 - Bunyanland Educational Television, Inc. is founded to provide a corporation 
to raise funds to develop the channel 9 facility. 
        1973 - A law is passed which provides official legitimacy for the project and permits 
contractual arrangements. 
        1975 - Dr. Yourd assumes the presidency of Bunyanland Educational TV.  In July, a 
proposal is put together and presented to the Minnesota Governor’s Rural Development 
Council requesting $30,000. An office site is established on the Bemidji State University 
campus. The corporation name is changed to “Northern Minnesota Public Television, Inc.” 
        1976 - A feasibility study is completed. The outcome decrees: too few people know 
what public TV is; and the governing board needs a broader base of members. Efforts are 
made to rectifiy those deficiencies. John Yourd explains the plans for a new station to area 
legislators. It is decided that the range of the area to be covered by the new facility      
should be broadened. The plan now  favors a full power station with a 1,000 foot tower 
to distribute a signal 90 miles. 
 

 
Northern Minnesota Public Television Capital Campaign Committee (l to r) John Yourd, Wayne 

Dondelinger, John Baer, Les Harmon and William Schwartz - 1977 
 

        1977 - The amount of $440,000 is approved by the Minnesota Legislature. It is the 
first major funding received for construction, but it is not enough. A capital campaign     
begins, providing local area residents with the opportunity to show their active support 
of public TV. The objective is $200,000. Application for a construction permit is submitted 
to the Federal Communications Commission. 
        1978 - By June, monies are received from several major foundations, as well as area 
businesses and supporters from Cass Lake, Walker, Blackduck, Bagley, and Bemidji.  Total 
raised is $175,000. Unfortunately, the HEW application is turned down because a small 
station in Ontario would be too close to the proposed tower site at Blackduck. The FCC is 
called upon to make an official request to the Canadian government on behalf of NMPTV, 
and John Yourd contacts several authorities in Canada to speed up the decision. As the 
final deadline arrives, the crisis is resolved. Canada at last wires the information that it 
will not object to the short spacing. 
        1979 - The FCC issues a construction permit to build the station. The most basic 
equipment is ordered. A specific agreement is drawn up to house the studios on the BSU 
campus for 20 years. A legal exception is found by the State Executive Council which is 
composed of the Governor, Lieutenant Governor, Secretary of State, Treasurer, Auditor 
and Attorney General. A station manager, Don Checots, and an engineer, Jim Landes, are 
hired. Ron Johnson, who is the Design/Promotion Manager at KAWE/KAWB - TV, was 
hired at about the same time. John Yourd and Robert K. Smith’s trips to St. Paul, and      
Senator Gerald Willet’s persistence in the state legislature, helps keep the request for      
necessary funds alive. 
        1980 - Governor Quie signs the document and the Lease is accepted.  The Corporation 
of Public Broadcasting provides the funds for the satellite dish found on the campus. The 
transmitter building is completed.  The tower is finally completed after some delay due 
to construction problems, and KAWE, Channel 9 signs on the air, for the first time, at 
8:50:54 am on Sunday, June 1.

Reflecting on 40 Years at Lakeland PBS 
 In September of 2019, Ron Johnson celebrated 40 years of employment 
at Lakeland PBS. We asked Ron to share some reflections on his many 
years of service at the station.         
        It is difficult to summarize four decades of memories into a  few 
paragraphs so I approached this by focusing on three basic areas.      
I have seen significant changes regarding staff size, operations, and 
technology during my 40 plus years of employment at Lakeland 
Public Television. 

     I was hired by Northern Minnesota Public Television, Inc. in September of 1979.           
My background in graphic design, advertising and radio/television broadcasting made 
me a versatile employee for a start-up television station that was planning to begin broad-
casting in a matter of weeks. I was actually the first person hired by our first General    
Manager, Don Checots. The staff at that time consisted of just six employees including 
myself. Construction problems with our transmission tower resulted in several delays 
and KAWE-TV eventually signed on the air for the very first time on June 1, 1980. 
        We had an extremely small staff during our first year of operation. Every staff      
member had to wear “many hats” and we were very dependent on volunteers. In my    
first few years at KAWE - in addition to my position as graphic designer - I worked in 
practically every department at the station performing a variety of duties from engineer 
assistant to producer/director; from master control operator to photographer; from         
announcer to continuity writer. The staff had grown to 16 by the time we completed our 
first year of operation. Today, Lakeland PBS employs a staff of  29 and also utilizes      
dozens of volunteers. 
        The broadcast day during our first year of operations was 3pm until 11pm during 
the summer months. During the school year (September - May) we added Instructional 
Television (ITV) programming and our weekday hours were 12:30pm until 11pm.  In our 
second year, ITV expanded significantly and our hours of operation on week-days during 
the school year were 8:45am - 11:00pm.  Today, we have 6 separate degital channels - each 
broadcasting 24 hours a day seven days a week. 
        Our coverage area has also increased considerably over the past 40 years.  When we 
signed on back in 1980, we were KAWE-TV with an office/studio in Bemidji that served 
only northern Minnesota. In March of 1988, we expanded into central Minnesota            
with KAWB-TV, and eventually added a second office/studio in Brainerd. In 2004, our           
coverage expanded again to include satellite coverage into central and southern              
Minnesota and a portion of western Wisconsin. Today, viewers can watch us anywhere in 
the world via the internet. 
        Another big change is the technology.  When I was hired back in 1979, the station did 
not have a single computer. Now, every staff member has one. Of course, the recent         
conversion to digital broadcasting and high definition television is probably the most     
significant change. 
        Specifically, the area of graphic design has totally changed over the past 40 years.      
In the early years, print design was accomplished using markers and paste-ups, on-air 
graphics were photographed and aired as slides, and animation was accomplished with 
frame editing.  Today, every aspect of my job is done via the computer. 
        Lakeland PBS has been a very interesting, enjoyable, and rewarding place to work. 
Hundreds of people have worked at Lakeland PBS over the past 40 years... and I have 
worked with every one of them!

DON CHECOTS 
1979 - 1983

PAUL STANKAVICH 
1984 - 1990

RON DAUGHERTY 
1990 - 1992

EMILY LAHTI 
1993 - 2000

BILL SANFORD 
2000 - Present

Lakeland Public Television’s Five General Managers in 40 Years!

 

RE: KAWE - Celebrating 40 Years  
Thursday, June 18 at 7pm; Saturday, June 20 at 9pm 
        Explore the beginning of KAWE and formative years of Lakeland PBS with conver-
sations from those who were there from the beginning, bringing local PBS to northern   
Minnesota; with interviews from Doug St. Onge, Jean Castle, Al Evans, Ron Johnson, Tom 
Holter and Don Checots (pictured).
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1. The first logo for Bunyanland Educational Television, Inc. which was founded in 1970 
and changed it’s name to Northern Minnesota Public Television, Inc. in 1975.  

2. KAWE’s first logo was introduced in October, 1979.  

3. This logo was introduced March 1, 1988 when KAWB, Channel 22 signed on the air.  

4. The Lakeland Public Television name and logo was introduced in November, 1999. 
5. The current Lakeland PBS name and logo was introduced in January, 2018

2.
1.

5.

3.

4.

The first program broadcast on KAWE was 
Sesame Street. It aired at 9:00am on June 1, 1980. 
 
 

Sesame Street is the only children s program that has 
been in LPTV’s schedule every year since 1980.

KAWB’s First Pledge Drive - 1988 
Past KAWB Station Manager Alan Johnson

New Building Groundbreaking - 2014 
LPTV Board members Doug Oman, Paul 
Hunt and General Manager Bill Sanford 

North Country Business - 1991 
 Host Mike Simpkins

Lakeland Public Television’s conversion to digital television (DTV) in 2002 provided  
the ability to multicast several channels. LPTV currenty offers 6 different channels.   

Ray Gildow, Host 
Lakeland Currents - 2014

Clifford visits Bemidji & Brainerd -  2013 
(front) Catherine Silver, Sara Mattison;  

(back) Katie Carter, Clifford, Ron Johnson

Promising Age - 1988 
Co-hosts Chick McCuen and Joie Maher 

Cookie Monster visit - 1994  
Ned Goodwin, Elaine Kincs, Jim Lahti 

The KAWE satellite dish outside of Bangsberg Hall on the Bemidji State University campus - Lakeland Public Television’s home for 35 years.

Lakeland Cooks! - 1995 
Co-hosts Jennifer Bardal and Mark Brewer 

SIX CHANNELS TO SERVE YOU!
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Doo Wop to Pop Rock:  
My Music Celebrates 20 Years 
Saturday, June 13 at 7pm 
        Celebrate 20 years of greatest hit songs from the 50s to the 70s featuring legendary 
performers Roger McGuinn (pictured), Judy Collins, The Kingston Trio, Glen Campbell, 
Aretha Franklin, Engelbert Humperdinck, Davy Jones, Patti Page and more.

 

The Bee Gees One for All Tour -  
Live In Australia 1989 
Saturday, June 6 at 8:30pm 
        Enjoy the tight harmonies of Barry, Robin and Maurice Gibb as they perform their 
greatest hits, as well as some rarely heard selections, in this fully restored, newly mixed 
and mastered concert recorded in Melbourne.

Stream your favorite PBS and Lakeland PBS programs 
Download FREE on your favorite device
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JUNE EVENING SCHEDULE FOR L-PRIME, L-PLUS & CREATE


